




Our classroom environments are carefully designed. They are 
effectively the ‘third teacher’. The environment will contain 
lots of activities familiar to the children and will ensure that 
there is high quality engagement at all times. The classroom 
setup offers children the chance to develop skills in every 
area of learning. 
Some activities will be adult led; the majority of these will 
be Maths and Literacy based. At other times children will 
engage in learning through play. 



• Self-care – Independence
• Self-Regulation - Emotion coaching- Respond to their 

emotions, name what you are seeing, provide a calming 
strategy. Children need to realise their needs will not 
always be met instantly

• Resilience – we have to let children have minor setbacks 
and make mistakes. If they don’t learn to manage these 
at a young age they wont be able to deal with the bigger 
emotions as life goes on 



Children have weekly PE sessions as well as a wealth of other 
activities to develop large motor skills. 

Scissor skills are important in developing skills for handwriting. 
Please encourage children to cut at home as this needs a lot of 
adult guidance. Encourage them to use their supporting hand to 
steady them and move the paper as they cut.

We  focus on developing ‘core’ strength as stability and arm 
strength comes from the trunk of the body. W- sitting can be 
detrimental to muscle development, please try and correct this; 
sideways sit or legs outstretched. 



Vocabulary at age 5 is a very strong 
predictor of the qualifications 

achieved at school leaving age and 
beyond.



























This is a whole school approach to maths targets. They will need to show us they can 
complete their targets before moving to the next planet. Children will start by completing 
Space School targets. The targets link closely with our maths curriculum where we follow 

NCETM’s daily ‘Mastering Number’ programme. 

We work on a mastery principle of ‘not too far not too fast’ ensuring that all concepts 
are fully embedded and children have a deep understanding of these.

We check maths passports regularly but please appreciate that it only forms a very small 
part of our curriculum so sometimes other things will be prioritised. 
Children will learn technical maths vocabulary such as subitising. 



We value our outdoor environment as much as 
the indoor environment. 
Outdoors features highly in our curriculum. We 
work on the philosophy that there is no such 
thing as bad weather, only bad clothing. 
With this in mind please could you send a pair 
of clearly named wellies to school. The children 
will need these to access the sand pit as well as 
jumping in puddles! The children will also 
engage in forest school sessions. They will need 
WATERPROOF coats and trousers for Forest 
School Sessions. We will send more 
information on when to send these at a later 
date but please send wellies as soon as 
possible.   



• What did you do at school today? – “Nothing!” Curriculum overviews will be sent home each term. These share our 
intended teaching points for that topic, these are changeable due to the nature of the way children learn in EYFS. They 
may be good conversation starter. You could ask what they have learnt e.g. which sound did you learn today? Or 
present your questions in a different way…Who made you smile today? Tell me something you did that you were proud 
of? 

• Please check bookbags daily, we do not collate children’s work in Reception so most of what they create in school will 
come home. This will be a great opportunity for your child to tell you about what they have learnt. Please give these 
value even if it doesn’t look much. ‘tell me about your picture’

• “My teacher gave me a value star today” We focus on a different one of our values each term and children can earn 
‘Gold Values Stars’ if adults in school ‘catch’ them displaying one of our values (co-operation, care, respect, creativity, 
honesty and responsibility). They will be rewarded with a certificate or sticker after a certain checkpoint during Friday’s 
celebration assembly with Mrs Barby 

• “I was given a purple learner sticker today” Purple challenges are sometimes set up around the classroom for children 
to choose independently to build upon a newly taught skill

• “My socks are uncomfortable” Please ensure that your child practises getting changed, especially when items are inside 
out! 

• “I’ve lost my jumper” Practise putting on coats, cardigans and jumpers (pulling sleeves the right way when inside out); 
even better if they can fasten them. Check that your child recognises their possessions and where to find their labels; 
check after washes to ensure they are still visible

• “I didn’t get very long to play at lunchtime” try not to overwhelm your child with too much food. Encourage 
independence with ease of packaging

• “No one played with me today” Children of their age often play alongside each other. Adults will engage children who 
prefer to play alone and if it becomes a pattern we will let you know. 



• Decide on your limits and rules
• Adjust brightness, turn off screens one hour 

before bed
• Turn off digital devices at dinner time
• Recognise when screen time is too much
• Set a good example with your own screen 

use; schedule screen free times
• Be present when children are using screens 

and talk about online safety

“Generally speaking, the flood of dopamine 
children experience from screens strains the 
reward system of a child’s brain before it’s 
fully developed. This means that their brains 
crave more dopamine while producing less 
dopamine naturally to self-regulate the surge, 
which could make it harder to experience joy 
from natural causes.” https://www.fatherly.com/health-
science/screen-time-hurts-kids-dopamine-addiction/

https://www.fatherly.com/health-science/screen-time-hurts-kids-dopamine-addiction/


Communication
We try our best to communicate important messages 
regularly and in good time.  We appreciate this can be 
especially overwhelming where you have multiple 
classes/year groups/schools and messages get missed. 
• We are aware many parents use instant messaging apps. 

These are great as reminders for important events or 
things they need to bring in.

However, in the past parents have expressed their concern 
about some of the content of these groups.  We appreciate 
there may be issues that arise in school as the year goes on. 
Please contact the school directly regarding any concerns 
rather than offload on a public domain. 



Trust in us and our professional judgement. We will let you 
know if there are any difficulties with development

http://www.education.gov.uk/
https://foundationyears.org.uk/


