
  

Year 1 Curriculum Overview 
Autumn Term 1 2025 
Magical Creatures! 

English 
• Key texts:- 

• The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 
• Billy and the Beast by Nadia 

Shireen  
• Where the Wild Things Are by 

Maurice Sendak  
• Listen to Magical Creature stories 
• Author focus on Julia Donaldson 
  

• Use spelling patterns when 
writing sentences 

• Retell stories and order 
events in the correct 
order 

• Begin to identify nouns 
and verbs 

• Explore instructional 
writing  

  

Mathematics 
• Maths Passports 
• Read and write numbers to 20 

using numerals and words 
• Count to and from 20 
• Compare numbers up to 20 
• Say the number that is 1 

more/less than a number up to 
20 

  

• Recognise and name 2D shapes 
• Compare shapes and explain how 

they are similar or different 
• Partition 5 and explore addition and 

subtraction facts 
• Partition 6 and explore addition and 

subtraction number facts 

  

Science 
• Name parts of the human body  
• Recognise and name animal 

groups-fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals, including 
pets  
• Develop an understanding of 
carnivores, herbivores and  
omnivores 

  

History  
• Look at space travel 

from Neil 
Armstrong’s lunar 
landing to Tim 
Peake’s space walk 

• Explore changes 
within their   living 
memory 

Physical Education 

• Locomotion—running  

  

PSHE 

• Relationships 

Religious Education 

• What do Christians 

believe God is like? 

Music       
• Keeping the pulse  
• Clap the rhythm of their 

name in time to the pulse 
• Copy rhythms on word 

patterns using instruments  

Design & Technology 

• Make jointed 
monsters 

• Use junk materials 
to make a space 
rocket 

  

Geography  

• Make simple maps  

  

Art & Design  
• Draw and paint magical 

creatures 
• Make simple sculptures 

Computing  
• Log into Purple Mash account 
• Develop mouse and keyboard 

skills 
• Guide a friend around a maze 

using precise and accurate 
instructions 



 

Magical Creatures - Projects 

Year 1 is starting with an exciting, imaginative topic based around ‘magical creatures’.  The topic will run 
from September until half term. 

We therefore suggest the following as possible projects: 

 1. Design and make a magical creature.  The creature could be made from junk material, a construction kit or 
possibly even fabric! 

OR  

2. Create a magical creature profile that shares key information about the creature both in terms of what they 
look like and how they behave. 

OR 

3. Read magical creature stories - how many different creatures can you find? 

  

If your child would like to share their project with their class and teacher please bring it into school week 
beginning 20th October. 

Thank you 

The Year 1 Teachers 


